To Contact Rev.

Joanne Rowden call

814-450-6090

Phone hours: M, T, W, F:
10-12

At other times leave a
message and Joanne will
call you back as soon as
possible.

Church hours: By
appointment

On the web at:
www.unityinedinboro.com

Unity in Edinboro
Offers:

Relevant, practical

messages you can

apply to your life
Respect for all

Spiritual Traditions

and Diversity
Inspiration and
support on your
journey of
spiritual growth.
An opportunity to
connect with like
minds.
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Lessons Learned Along the Way

Joannedbds Perspective
By REV. JOANNE ROWDEN

Last week | over the past two years since
completed my third year in the becoming a Licensed Unity
Field Licensing Program at Minister.

Unity. With just one year left As part of the
in the program, | have been process, | have had many
reflecting upon the journey |  classes and seminars on

have been taking since 2001. il eadi ng a chu
It has been exactly 8 have been shared about what
years since | first travelled to  makes a thriving ministry.
Unity Village to take classes. Lessons have been given on
During that first visit, | focused creating a healthy church
my prayer upon God revealing community. In my excitement
to me what he would have me of what | have learned, | have
do at Unity in Edinboro. By often come home to our
the end of that first week, it church and asked the board,
was clear to me that | was and you as the congregation,
being urged forward into the  to implement the ideas that
role of Spiritual Leader of our have been presented.
community. Since then, | Some of these ideas
have been clear in my have been filled with possibil-
intention to provide Unity in ity. Some of these ideas have
Edinboro with a fully ordained not worked well in our church
Unity Minister. Along the way, setting. All of these ideas
I have learned many lessons. have helped me to stretch,
When | first began to  grow and expand myself as a

lead Unity in Edinboro, in Spiritual Leader within our
September of 2001, it was church.
very clear to me that | needed Now, as | look over

to get out of the way and allow the past three years, | see that
Godds Hol y Spi ilhate allowed myself o éotus
what needed to be done. In  too much on numbers and not
many ways, | was more clear enough on what God would
at that point than | have felt have us do. It seems | have

We are Members of A Greater Family

View From the Board
By RAY SAMMARTINO

u This past quarter status and all appears
(since my last newsletter sound. The physical
column) has been very structures (church and
interesting and exciting. apartment building next
The board i s rdoor)areinreasonable
nicely with each of us shape and the tenants
having certain tasks to have been satisfactory.
accomplish and, each of us  Nevertheless, our
doing so. We have been President Jim Aucutt has

monitoring our financial made a great suggestion.

April 2009

come full circle and am once
more at the place of getting
out of the way and allowing
God to do what God would do
within the community of Unity
in Edinboro.

r ¢ h . Thisis & vbry exsiting
time for me, and for all of us in
our community. The
blessings abound. New faces
are becoming familiar as

peopl e ask, i Wh a

do, 0 and step i
service. Members who have
been a part of our community
for years continue to stretch
and grow to new heights.

God is at work in our lives, in
our community, in our inten-
tion to be all that we are called
to be. Can you feel the
excitement at the possibility
that is before us? Can you
feel the joy at the many
blessings that continue to be a
part of our community?

Now is the time to
come together. To appreciate
a job well done. To know that
the past 8 years have been
about what we can do
together. To come together
and explore the possibilities!

Why not each of us take a

part of the church that
needs some Ahel
volunteer to make it better,

just as we would around

our own homes?

This thought leads
to a larger vision held by
Joanne and is worthy of

n

P



PAGE2

VOLUME 7, ISSUE 8

some examination. That is, the image
of our church as a family. This opens
a broad expanse of possibilities. We
are not just attendees at a weekly
service, but are members of a greater
family. One that joins together to
participate in our spiritual journeys.
So, when we acknowledge each other
upon our entrance, shake hands and/
or hug at the beginning of our service,
join together in prayer, meditation,
song, or break bread in our lower
church, we do so as a family. This
vision carries forth to caring for our
members, via simple acts such as
checking up on an ailing member, or
assisting someone in need. | find it
reassuring to think that this vision
allows us to carry our message home
and to practice it with each other as
well. | cannot imagine a greater
testimony to the message of Jesus
than this. There is no question in my

mind that acts for others always enrich

ourselves and so, when | think of our
little church in Edinboro known as
Unity | think

participating a in a greater good that
lifts, blesses, and heals all who enter
here!

AFamil yo

President : Jim Aucultt
814-474-3695
jcax72@aol.com

Vice President: Ray Sammartino
814-838-9911
rs1100@velocity.net

Secretary : Leona Bickel
814-827-3423

Treasurer : Caroll Boyer
814-864-6065
cb120@velocity.net

Director : Jean Kimura
814-756-0619
JeanKim4@juno.com

Director : Cheryl Wenslow
814-756-3942
cwenslow@alltel.net

with each

of

In February We Welcomed
The Following as
Members of
Unity in Edinboro:

o Beverly Andrews
o Barry Hardman
« Priscilla Hardman
« Ray Sammartino
o Julie Uhiman

There is a commitment we each
make as we become a member
of our congregation. That
commitment is to a deepening
awareness of our Christ Spirit.
It is a commitment to grow and
stretch ourselves as we follow
the example Jesus gave us. It
is a commitment to be love and
compassion in expression. We
hofor this commitment as we
behold the Christ in Expression.

Easter Service at Unity

Sunday, April 12 at 11:00 a.m.

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. Its inner meaning and spiritual
significance is the awakening and raising to spiritual consciousness of the | AM in
man, which has been dead in trespass and sin and buried in the tomb of materiality.

"I came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.” The resurrection is
the raising up of the whole man--spirit, soul, and body--into the Christ
consciousness of life and wholeness. This Jesus did. The tomb could not hold His
redeemed perfected body temple. Resurrection is accomplished by the quickening
power of the Holy Spirit.

Every time we rise to the realization of eternal, indwelling life, making union with the
Father-Mind, the resurrection of Jesus takes place within us. All thoughts of
limitation and inevitable obedience to material law are left in the tomb of materiality.

Jesus was born into the race thought so that He might reconstruct it in conformity
with the divine law. He thus became our Way-Shower, our Saviour, our Helper.

Today the light of Truth is illumining my mind, and | rise up in the majesty of my
divine sonship and proclaim myself to be the child of the Most High, free from all
belief in sin, sickness, and death.

| affirm: "In unity with Christ | realize that | am resurrected into the life, light, and
power of God."

An excerpt from Keep A True Lent, by Charles Fillmore
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5 Meeting 6 7 8 9 10 11
Jesus Again
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 i
Easter Visioning
Sunday Workshop
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
Exploring
Unity Series
In 2009 We Make the Shift from Me to We in Unity
 April 5 3Radical Trust April 19 -Practicing the Will You Help????
‘ SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden  Presence-Prayer
‘Worship AssistantPat Dunn SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden S o
ChaplainJerry Britton Worship AssistantJoanne Munzert |J0anne is visiting Costa Rica in
‘Dail Word: Kathy Dunn ChaplainPriscilla Hardman May. As part of her journey, she
Lally vword. y ) _p_ X will be meeting Barry and Nanci
Ushers Caroll and Dennis Boyer Daily Word: Jerry Britton Stevens, a couple who have
\ Meeting Jesus Again For the Ushers Caroll and Dennis Boyer | founded an organization called
\ First Time Discussion at 9:30 a.m The Bridge to help the local

indigenous people. Joanne will
be taking a suitcase full of
needed supplies to them.

April 26 -Practicing the

® April 12 -The Road to Emmaus Presence-The Silence Consider donating the following
‘ SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden for the local children:
‘ Worship AssistantJoanne MunzertWorship AssistantJoanne Munzert | Backpacks
‘ ChaplainBarry Hardman ChaplainCaroll Boyer
Daily Word: Shelly Ropp Daily Word: Caroll Boyer e Rain poncho & Umbrellas

Ushers Caroll and Dennis Boyer. Ushers Caroll and Dennis Boyer-
Exploring Unity Discussion at
. Beginning April 5, we will have a
12:30 p.m. : e
suitcase at church that we will fill
with these supplies. Your help is
Verger for March: gratefully appreciated!
Dennis Boyer

e Cash donations
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Exploring Unityée
A Monthly Series in 2009
What is the Law of Mind Action?

Sunday April 26
12:30-1:30 p.m.

Facilitated by Rev. Joanne Rowden

Come explore one of Unityobés fundamemthael Ltasva oHi Mg mn.d ATHIii <
relates to the basic Unity Principle that we create the world in which we live through our thinking.

Life Visioning...
A Process for Realizing Your Highest Potential

A 1 Day Workshop Facilitated by Rev. Joanne Rowden
Saturday, April 18
10:00 a.m.ii 5:00 p.m.
A freewill offering will be received

This workshop is for you if you are ready
. To free yourself as you tap into the uncultivated resources of your soul
. To consciously participate in the evolution of your soul

. To leap into the adventure of life as you embrace a willingness to step into the
unknown

In this workshop you will
. Discover the four stages of evolution

« Be Introduced to The Life Visioning Process as shared by Rev. Michael Beckwith

Advanced Registration by April 14 is required by calling Joanne at 814-450-6090
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Being Enriched by Those We Meet

Messages From India
By JOSEPH BRIGGS

\J

BANGALORE, Indiai The time that
we have in India is quickly passing. By
the time this column appears in the
April edition of the newsletter, Connie
and | will have only about two months
left here before we start our trip home.

It has been a fantastic
experience for us, but we are anxious
to get back to family, friends and the
familiar surroundings of home. We look
forward to seeing all of you in person
again and worshipping with you at
Unity in Edinboro.

Winkie is dead. That is what
we were told in a matter-of-fact way by
an auto rickshaw driver when we
asked him if he had seen Winkie.
Winkie was an auto driver in his late
teens or early twenties who Connie
and | had met on a previous trip to the
Art of Living Ashram.

Winkie had a super personality
that would light up the area around
him. He told us to call him when we
needed a ride, and he was not
deterred by the fact that we lived on
the other side of the city 1 a trip of
about two hours. When the time came
to return home we called Winkie and
he cheerfully showed up and drove us
home.

On the long trip we learned
something about his life and
aspirations. His father had died
recently and Winkie was supporting his
mother and six younger siblings. It was
only a couple of hours, but | felt like |
had known him for a long time. He
even stopped and bought me a cup of
coffee along the way. We told him that
we would call the next time we needed

a ride from the ashram.

The next time we saw Winkie
was on our next trip to ashram. It was
the first day of our class and we had
not yet gone into silence. | greeted him
and gave him a hug. It was seeing a
friend after a month apart. | told him
we would call him Sunday evening
when we would need a ride home. |
saw him again on Saturday morning.
We were in silence for our class, so |
smiled and waved. Little did | know
that would be the last time | would see
him.

Winkie was killed Saturday
evening when his rickshaw crashed.
The drivers who told us this news said
that he had been drinking. Winkie was
another casualty of drinking and
driving. Connie and | were stunned.
We felt affection for this personable
young man. We had known him very
briefly, but had bonded with him. His
fellow drivers seemed to be affected
very little. In a land of more than one
billion people it may be difficult to be
personally affected by one death.

Our school, Trio World School,
has been in a state of change. First the
principal left; his name is Dr. Singh and
he had hired Connie and me. Our new
principal, Mr. Buchanan, seems like a
nice person, but he was in a position
where he had to make several cuts in
staff. | thought that Connie and | might
be getting an earlier trip home than we
had planned. But we both survived the
cuts and hopefully will continue until
the end of the year.

Connie and | are so grateful to
the board and administration of Trio
World School for giving us this
opportunity to come here and
experience India. It has been an
amazing learning experience for both
of us. We have seen many different
things, but the people who we have
met have made the biggest
impressions. Whether it is the staff
here at school that we see daily, or
people that we encounter for just a
short time (like Winkie), all have

PAGES

affected us.

When we leave India and
return to the United States, we will take
them with us. They will always be a
part of our lives i just as you, the
congregation at Unity in Edinboro, are
a part of us and have been here in
India with us. As individuals we are not
individuals. There is no separation. We
are all a part of that great Universal
Energy that we call God. In the end,
there is only God.

I wish Godds
us. May you recognize Christ in your-
self and in everyone who you meet.

Sunday Morning
Meditation Time

10:30-10:45

Join us as we take
the time to be still
and know each week
before our Sunday
morning service.

bl ess
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Join Us In Affirmative Prayer

Chapl ai nés
By CAROLL BOYER

| would like to welcome our
new chaplains, Julie Uhlman, and
Barry and Priscilla Hardman. | would
also like to welcome back Jerry
Britton, who had previously served
as a chaplain for our church. Julie,
Brian, Priscilla and Jerry have joined
Cindy Walk and me in the chaplain
program at Unity in Edinboro.

All of us met in January for
chaplain training, and one thing we
did together was to practice
Affirmative Prayer.

Here is what the Unity Chap-
lain Manual says about Affirmative
Prayer:

"As Chaplains, when we pray with
someone we use statements of Truth
which acknowledge that God is at
work here. We realize that prayer
does not change God.

"There is no need to beg or ask God
for anything. What prayer does is to
change us. Prayer centers us in an
awareness of Godb©d
remembering that
Good.

"Through Affirmative Prayer, we
claim that which is already present in
Divine Mind. We do so knowing that
in Truth God is right now meeting all
of our 'needs' with abundance. This
is Faith. As Chaplains, our Faith
rests in Knowing that in Truth there
is only wholeness-perfection. Any-
thing that appears less than whole or
perfect is an error. Through state-
ments of Truth (affirmations) we
raise our consciousness to the level
of Divine Mind where wholeness

and holiness can be experienced.

We use four steps in the
Affirmative Prayer process . You,
too, can practice these very same
steps anytime you pray:

1. Be clear about the prayer need.

2. Center yourself, and be still.
Remember to breathe and feel

Corner

the Presence of the Divine in
that
moment.
3. Affirm the Truth. Whatever
your prayer intention, the Truth is
affirmed in the present moment.
Give Thanks in advance that
your Prayer is answered.

4,

God is right now moving through us
and revealing the Truth to all who
ask for guidance and help. With new
understanding, we
will being done in and through us.
We give thanks that God is the
source of love in our life right now.
And so it is.

Do you know that there is
always a prayer chaplain
available to pray with you
after our 11:00 a.m.

Sunday morning service?

You are encouraged to take
s |pdvantage af ous Prayer d
G o| EleplainProgram by pyay-
ing with a chaplain. You
may choose to give thanks
for Godds goo
You may choose to pray for
an awareness
greater good in a challenge
that you are currently facing.

Our chaplains will hold the
Sacred Space with you

knowing that o d
always available and ready

to unfold!

Our Chapl ainéd

Program is Possible
because you and the
chaplains give of your
time and financial
resources!

¢
U7

Please Keep Our
Chaplains in Your

Prayers

MasterMind
By JERRY BRITTON

The MasterMind group
continues to hold our church family
and all of you in prayer. This winter
has certainly been a test of the
power of prayer, as we have had to
cancel several of our personal
prayer meetings because of the
weather. But, as | mentioned in a
previous column, we have been

to mee VAL N
RITﬁ?ngng fﬁ/a%’r is \k%at {:ofunets.c t
| ask that all of you hold
our Chaplain Program, and our
seven Chaplains, in prayer. On
Sunday, Feb. 22, Joanne
welcomed our four new Chaplains
and reaffirmed the terms of three
of our current Chaplains. All of you
gave a warm reception to new
Chaplains Julie Uhiman, Barry and
Priscilla Hardman, and me. And all
of us gave thanks for the past and
future service of current Chaplains
Caroll Boyer, Joseph Briggs, and

b
P

i &£indy Walk.

We ask that you pray for us, and

n ask Gad to guide @iseas we go forth

to do the work that God has given

G usd®de. Please keep us and our

[0S

ministry in your minds and your
hearts.

And My God is My strength.
~ Isaiah 49:5
good is
Holding the intention to allow
Godds purpose to
ministry!

f

(
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Heartfelt ThanksTo Beverly Andrews

Heartfelto is a si
deep feeling. That is what we at Unity
in Edinboro believe about the person
or persons we honor each month with
our AHeartFelt Tha

This mont hés Heart
oree is BEVERLY ANDREWS:

How long have you been attending
Unity in Edinboro?

| just joined, formally, at the
end of February and was part of the
membership service Joanne had at
that time. | have been attending Unity
in Edinboro for about a year and a half,
and | liked it and wanted to be a mem-
ber, so | decided to join formally.

What attracted you to Unity in
Edinboro?

The diversity of Unity beliefs.
Our church is not as structured as
some of the other churches | have at-
tended and | like that. | like to be able
to do my own thinking instead of hav-
ing somebody tell me how to think.

Also, after | started attending services,
Joanne was very warm and welcoming
to me and | began to meet others and
everybody was friendly and accepting;
that really drew me in. | just felt right at
home.

Please share some of the
activities and efforts you have been
involved with during that time?

Mainly | have become involved
in operating the audio and computer
recording system at the church. | love

computers and | like working with elec-
tronics, so it was a natural fit for me. |
feel at home doing it. When Il am up in
the balcony, | get a special feeling of a
glow that comes up from the church
belowd from the people there. Itis a
welcoming glow that | can actually see
and feel.

What keeps you coming back to
Unity in Edinboro?

The learning experiences |
have had. | am currently taking my
third or fourth class that Joanne has
givee, ane | likehhe sharid of ideasd
and learning new things. | find that |
am communicating with people who
have some of the same questions
abow thidga/taat Ichave.

Whalt wouldybualike kossay lakout -
our church to fellow members and
friends of Unity?

As we continue into the future,
I would hope that we can grow as a
church family and learn how better to
pull together. Everybody has different
ideas on how to do things, and that is
OK because there should be some
give and take. But we need to be more
of a family. | f
something is done, then they should
get involved and be a part of the solu-
tion.

| think people should work to-
gether because there is so much to
gain from attending Unity in Edinboro.
| have never felt as if Joanne is
preaching to us. | feel, instead, that
she is simply getting a message
across. ltis, as | said earlier, so differ-
ent from other churches | have at-
tended.

Tell us about yourself?

I live in Washington Township
and my sister, Cheryl, moved in with
me about a year ago after my mother
passed away. My mom had lived with
me for four or five years while she bat-
tled cancer.

| have many critters. | have
nine birdsd five cockatiels, and African
grey parrot, an Amazon parrot, a ca-

peopl_e

nary, and a love bird. | grew up with
birds because my grandmother raised
canari es. Actual
of Ilife without b
panions and part of my critter family
that includes four dogs and two cats. |
also do foster care for both cats and
dogs with Because You Care, an ani-
mal care and adoption agency in Erie
County.

| like helping friends and rela-
tives. | have a blind friend whom | help
with travel and other needs and | also
help out an elderly aunt. | work at
home, so that frees me to help friends
and relatives with some of the prob-
lems they have. That makes me feel
needed.

Finally, | am president of the
Town and Country Garden Club, one
of the three garden clubs in the Edin-
boro area. We do beautification in
downtown Edinboro, and we have
fundraisers to help the historical soci-
ety, the Edinboro branch library, and
the Goodell Gardens on U.S. 6N just
east of Edinboro. And, of course, |
have my gardens at home that keep
me very busy.

Iy
ir

donot l i ke t
Each month, when we honor

HeartFelt recipients, members of the
congregation write a little something to
each HeartFelt Thanks recipient and
then post these messages on our
HeartFelt Thanks bulletin board in the
lobby of the church.

Also, Rev. Joanne honors the
person or persons in front of the
congregation during a Sunday service.
Finally, we will profile that member or
members in our monthly newsletter.

If you know a person you would
like to see honored as a HeartFelt
Thanks recipient, please call Rev.
Joanne at 814-450-6090 or E-mail her
at : joanne@UnitylnEdinboro.com

€
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