To Contact Rev.
Joanne Rowden call
814 450-6090

Phone hours: M, T, W, F:
10-12

At other times leave a
message and Joanne will
call you back as soon as
possible.

Church hours: By
appointment

On the web at:
www.unityinedinboro.com

Unity in Edinboro
Offers:

Relevant, practical
messages you can
apply to your life
Respect for all
Spiritual Traditions
and Diversity
Inspiration and
support on your
journey of

spiritual growth.
An opportunity to
connect with like
minds.
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As most of you know,
Gary and | travelled to Costa
Rica at the end of May. Our
twelve days there were truly
amazing and enlightening.
Every day there was a new
opportunity t
reflected.

We began our journey
in the small town of Santa
Elena. This area of Costa
Rica is thriving because of the
Monte Verde Cloud Forest
and its attraction to tourists.
Back in 1972, Quaker Wilfrid
Guindon joined forces with
biologist George Powell in
saving this beautiful cloud
forest. Today, it is the number
one cloud forest in the world!
In visiting the reserve it was
truly inspiring to see how the
vision of two dedicated
individuals could make a
difference in transforming our
world.
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As | walked through
the Cloud Forest, it was
clearly a demonstration of
oneness. All around us
symbiotic relationships
supported and encouraged a
thriving community of life!
Truly you could not determine
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where one plant ended and
another began. All were
interconnected with each
other. What a fabulous
reflection of oneness and
vision the Monte Verde Cloud
Faresteeprésended or me.p i

While in the town of
La Fortuna, Gary and | both
came down with a 24 hour
intestinal bug. Lying in our
cabina, wondering if we would
ever feel good again, there
still drifted through my mind
an affirmation that | continue
to use, Al am
strong and my body is right
now healing it
the bug, there was a place in
me that was simply grateful to
be in the perfect place to rest
and recover. As | remem-
bered Godés ho
moving through every cell and
atom in my body, | recovered
enough to enjoy a 2 day white
water rafting trip the very next
day!

Traveling down the
river in a small rubber raft, |
realized how much trust |
needed to place in the guide
whose instructions | was
following. In this realization, |
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recognized that this was so for
our entire trip, and indeed for
our entire life. All of life is
about trusting the process,
surrendering to the guidance
within, and making the choice
rtoi be in joy!

Our last days were
spent in Puerto Viejo along
the Caribbean coast. Here we
met Barry and Nanci Stevens
whose organization, El
Puente, is helping the local Bri
Bri people. As | heard stories
about the fArea
larel et gb of the tauristiper-
spective, | was again asked

soesttefch and grow.nl realiped t e
Aroman

I have my
which is not based on the
whole truth. But the richness
and beauty of this country,

ithig cultuneenaust comg fromi g h

the whole picture. There is
poverty, drug abuse, rape,
incest as well as the beauty of
nature and a people rich with
a culture thousands of years
old. Itis all one Costa Rica,
and it filled me with joy and
wonder to experience it all.
How blessed | have been to
be reminded of
wherever my travels take me!
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Committed to Growing in Consciousness

View From the Board

By Rev. Joanne Rowden

Unity Minister Eric
Butt er wo Theh
great discovery of the new
insight in Truth is that
consciousness is the key to
all things that happen to

sipersonal

us, certainly the key to
pros
thinking about this quote, |
have been considering
where we are in conscious-
ness. Has my focus been

on not enough? Have |
been in fear as our Sunday
morning numbers have
dwindled? Have | second
guessed myself and the
decisions | have made?
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Embracing Wholeness Allows a Rich and Meaningful Experienc
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The answer to all of these questions,
to be honest, is yes.

Eric Butterworth also says,
Afailure is a
cess. o0 You see,
guestion is, how will we view the fail-
ure? Will we view it as a setback or
will we view it as simply feedback?
The choice is ours, and the choice we
make tells us a lot about where we are
in consciousness.

| have personally decided that
| will view any appearance of failure
like decreased attendance and finan-
cial challenges as feedback offering
me the opportunity to examine my
commitment to Unity in Edinboro. |
am taking a deeper look at how these
challenges are asking me...asking all
of us...to stretch and grow. | am cen-
tering myself in knowing that this, like
all of life, is a process and there is a
great gift for us all here.

Over the past 8 years that |
have been leading Unity in Edinboro, |
have seen many people come and go.
Some come to be filled up, and once
full continue on their way. Some have
been called to venture on in life to
other areas of the country or the world
and will take the lessons they have
learned from Unity in Edinboro with
them. Some come and become disil-
lusioned that Unity in Edinboro is a
community of people who are dealing
with personal emotions and chal-
lenges. We are all on different places
along this path of life. Choosing to
honor and accept all people in their
journey of life is challenging. Some
have found it too difficult and have
chosen to move on. Some have said
that something feels different and
have left the community. And so it is
in this living, evolving, transforming
organism called Unity in Edinboro.

| honor the decisions made by
all people, whether they have chosen
to leave or to stay. As a community,

vital
f vahb tomtinue to beacpnpméttadsto. our

we welcome and accept anyone who
chooses to attend. Everyone is wel-
come at any time!

Spiritual Community. These individu-
als share their time, their talents, their
finances with our community. These
individuals have chosen to remain with
the process, through the ups and
downs, asking
These individuals are making a differ-
ence in creating a community that
works for all.

And so, rather than remaining
in fear, in self-doubt, in worry, |
choose to remain centered in God. |
am committed to creating a Spiritual
Community in which we support one
another in waking
ways get it right all the time, but the
fact is that we are working on it. And
wonderful things are happening here.
Godds Spirit is al
in Edinboro.

The finances, the dwindling
numbers, these will resolve them-
selves as we continue to remember
that God is the Source of All of Our
Good. This does not mean we put our
head in the sands and ignore the chal-
lenges. This is why the board has
continued to keep you informed about
our financial situation.

Together, committed, we can
remind each other that there is a gift
here. A gift that is challenging us and
stretching us to be all that God intends
for us to be. A gift that asks us to sur-
render our fear, our worry, our doubt
to God and participate in the process
of growing our church.

The growing that we are talk-
ing about is not the growing of num-
bers, but the growing of conscious-
ness. Our consciousness, as an indi-
vidual and a church community, is
made up of our attitudes and beliefs.
Do | believe that God is present in

every situation? Does my attitude and
action reflect that belief? Do | believe
that God is present in every person?

p arhere is@froup of mdividwals nDypes sny attitude and action reflect
Tthaebelief? Do | make decisions

based on the Truth Principles we es-
pouse or do | react in fear and doubt?
Do | take seriously my commitment to
Spiritual Growth by taking time daily to
pray and meditate? What excites me

fi w h adbout Unity miEdinbora? dVhat world

| like to help create here? How com-
mitted am | to the process? How com-
mitted am | to my own spiritual
growth?

| ask you to join me in answer-
ing these questions. We have a truly
wonderful Spiritual Community. It is
up to each one of us to come together
io0 @omMmUNNY and ask lbotwv weachn-
be all that God intends us to be. To
grow the consciousness of Unity in
Edinboro, we must all be willing to

drowen owar owh pesserallconscibus-Un i t y

ness. | am excited about the possibil-
ity...the opportunity. | want you to be
excited with me! Share your thoughts
and ideas with me...with the board.
And let us all hold in our conscious-
ness the good that is unfolding at
Unity in Edinboro.

President : Ray Sammartino
814-838-9911
rs1100@velocity.net

Vice President:

Secretary : Leona Bickel
814-827-3423
Treasurer : Caroll Boyer
814-864-6065
cb120@velocity.net
Director : Jean Kimura
814-756-0619
JeanKim4@juno.com
Director : Cheryl Wenslow
814-756-3942

Keep your thoughts free from worry. Keep them on matters close at hand, on God's presence and
power." How to Let God Help You, Myrtle Fillmore

"Let go of all anxiety and every fear, for God will see you through. Regardless of any test facing you,
God will see you through wonderfully. God will see you through safely. God will see you through
wisely. God will see you through successfully." God Will See You Through, Mary L. Kupferle
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In 2009 We Make the Shift from Me to We in Unity

Our Series Continues on the

metaphysical approach to the 10
Commandments

July 58That It May Go Well

With You

\ SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden

\ Worship AssistantTBA

‘ ChaplainRev. Jerry Britton
Daily Word: Leona Bickel

‘ Ushers Dennis and Caroll Boyer

‘ July 12-Get Busy Pearling

‘ SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden

Worship AssistantPat Dunn

ChaplainBarry Hardman
‘ Daily Word: Shelly Ropp

\ Ushers Dennis and Caroll Boyer
 Board Meeting at 9:00 a.m. all

‘ are welcome to attend and

‘ participate

July 19-A Matter of
Consciousness

SpeakerRev. Joanne Rowden

Worship AssistantTBA

ChaplainPriscilla Hardman

Daily Word: Jerry Britton

Ushers Dennis and Caroll Boyer

July 25-Yard Sale at Unity

July 26-A Message from Rev.

Jerry Britton

SpeakerRev. Jerry Britton

Worship AssistantTBA
ChaplainCaroll Boyer

Daily Word: Ray Sammartino
Ushers Dennis and Caroll Boyer

Verger for July:
Dennis Boyer

Giving you the
opportunity to enjoy
summer!

Though there are no
classes or events
scheduled this
month, they will
return!

Summer t i
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Enjoy!
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Home Again Home Again ... Jiggidy Jig

Messages From India
By JOSEPH BRIGGS

W

BANGALORE, India 1 Friday, June 5,
was our last day at Trio World School.
What a wonderful experience Connie
and | had teaching here. The school
directors and administrators, the
students, the staff, and the parents all
made us feel welcome and
appreciated. Teaching at an
international school was a dream | had
since | started teaching many years
ago. | would tell myself | would teach
overseas someday, and really
experience the life in that particular
country. Now thanks to our friends at
Trio World School, Connie and | have
both lived that dream. Fantastic.

While our experience in India
has been great, we are both anxious to
come home. Last evening the staff had
a party at a club. Nearly everyone was
there. We had fun talking and laughing
together. At the end of the evening it
was time to say goodbye. Most of the
staff will be back next year, and will
see one another again in August. For
the four of us who will be going to an-
other country, this is really goodbye.
Connie and | have promised ourselves
that we will return to India in June 2010
for a visit. | would like to get back be-
fore school ends on June 11. 2010, to
see the staff and students again.

One of the highlights of the
evening was the music. It was a
one-man live performance on unusual
instruments such as didgeridoo.
Watching the musician play was a
reminder to me that the music comes
from inside. It is not the instrument that
makes the music, it is the musician.
That music is inside waiting to be

expressed. It comes from the soul.
When | left the club, | found myself
singing. It was nothing | had just heard,
but it was music from deep inside that
wanted to be expressed. So it is with
all of our life if we are centered and in
touch with the Christ within us. It is not
difficult. All of us have it. The difficult
part for most of us is remembering we
have it.

Connie and | will have two
more weeks in India and Nepal, and
one week in the United Arab Emirates,
before flying back to the United States.
We will visit friends in Austin, Texas,
and family in Nashville, Tennessee,
and Akron, Ohio. We should be back in
Erie by July 8th.

We are anxious to see all of
you, our families, and our pets. The
year flew by for us. One of my
students, Oliver, remarked as he was
saying goodbye: "Mr. Joseph, | can't
believe the year is over. It seems like
we just started." So we will return to
Unity in Edinboro the same two people
who left almost a year ago. But we are
forever changed by the love and
friendship we experienced here in
India.

Friends, | close this column by
reminding you to be good to yourself
and everyone that you encounter ... for
God dwells within you as you.

\h Sunday
"ﬁ‘;_.f,’g,f_,:f Morning
Pl \Meditation
' Time

10:30-10:45

Join us as we take the
time to be still and know

each week before our
Sunday morning service.
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Reachi Ou't

And to God

Chapl ai nbés
By REV. JERRY BRITTON

ng

| remember talking with Rev.
Joanne a few years back and discuss-
ing how nice it would be if we could
have a ministry to call people on the
telephone when we do not see them
in church for some time. The purpose
would simply be to tell them we, as a
church community, are thinking of
them.

I had forgotten this conversa-
tion i but Joanne did not. One day,
she came to me and said Unity in Ed-
inboro was going to start a chaplaincy
program. She wanted to know if | was
interested in participating.

My answer was: YES. Very
much so.

| joined four other fellow Unity
members in taking those first training
classes, which were very inspiring.
We went away for a
weekend retreat where we worked
together, prayed together, and took
our meals together. We talked about
life T our lives and our faith i and how
to let go of troubles and other things
we do not like in life.

We also read and studied the
Bible, and discussed methods of pray-
ing with those who would come to us
for prayers. It was a beautiful setting,
and we did a lot of walking on the
grounds, touching nature, and getting
in touch with God.

To this day, it is still one of
the most peaceful experiences in my
life.

That's how our Chaplain's
program got started a few years ago. |
was on the team at the beginning, and
then took some time off from the
chaplain's program, and now have
returned. It is very rewarding and ful-
filling, and | am honored to be part of
it at Unity in Edinboro.

For me, life is all about reach-
ing out to others, helping them, and
feeling God's energy in them. Helping
others helps me grow closer to God.
Thank you for giving me the gift of
being one of the Chaplains at Unity in
Edinboro. It enriches my life.

Cor
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Celebrating the Helping Hands That Have Made A Difference!
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Gary Rowden and Dennis Boyer on the roof fixing Diane. Jim. Kevin and Rachel at work
the bell tower transforming the loft of the barn

Unity Yard Sale!
Saturday, July 25

All Day at Unity in Edinboro
All Proceeds Benefit Unity in Edinboro

Join Beverly Andrews for this day |l ong ev

Donate items for sale (no clothing please)
Donate a baked good for our bake sale
Volunteer your time to set up or sell

You can let us know of your interest by contacting Bev at 734-3535 or ocean74899@yahoo.com



