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Let Go, Let God 
         Joanne’s Perspective 
               By REV. JOANNE ROWDEN 

  

 Charles Fillmore 
once wrote, ―Lent embod-
ies an exalted idea, the 
idea of cleansing and 
disciplining both mind and 
body toward the end of 
making them more  
receptive to the Christ 
idea.‖  As we enter the 
season of Lent, I am in 
the question myself of, 
―Where do I resist the 
Christ Idea for my life?‖ 
 The first resis-
tance to arise is in the 
acceptance that I Am the 
Christ expressing indi-
vidually as me.  Growing 
up in traditional Christian-
ity, I was never taught 
that the potential that  
Jesus expressed is the 
same potential that I can 
express.  The thought, 
―Who do you think you 
are?‖ circles round in my 
head.  The feeling of not 
being good enough or 

deserving enough arises 
with that thought.  Taking 
a breath, I choose a  
different focus.  I choose 
to remember the Truth.  I 
let go and let God show 
me how to be in the full 
possibility of my life. 
 The second  
resistance to arise is the 
fear that I can’t accom-
plish this.  I may get it 
intellectually that I am a 
unique, individualized 
expression of God, but to 
actually put that knowl-
edge into action and ex-
pression is a whole other 
matter!  Taking a breath, I 
choose to remember that 
I am One with God.  I let 
go and let God show me 
that all that I need to 
meet this moment with 
focus, clarity, ease and 
grace is fully present right 
here and now.    
 The third resis-
tance to arise is my fear 

that I can’t control the 
outcome.  In fact, I can’t 
control much of anything 
outside of myself.  That 
kind of control is an illu-
sion.  Again, I take a 
breath and remember the 
Truth, ―I can trust that in 
this moment, in every 
moment, God is there 
and where God is, good 
is.‖  I let go and let God 
reveal the good present 
in every moment no  
matter what the appear-
ance is in the outer. 
 Let go, let God.  
Over and over again I 
make this choice.  As I 
get myself out of the way, 
with all my selfish motives 
and habits, I discover the 
perfect Christ idea for 
each moment in my life!  
We’ll explore this more 
during Lent.  Come join 
us March 13 and receive 
your free Lenten booklet! 

Unity Correspondence Course 
An Ongoing Discussion Facilitated By 

Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Begins Thursday, March 17 at 7 p.m. 

 
Join in a conference call every other Thursday as we 

explore the material in the Unity Correspondence 
Course more deeply together. 

 
For more info or to Register call Joanne at 814-450-6090 
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 
“Diane is devoted to inspiring 

and serving people of all walks of 
life with disarming, fresh per-

spectives, and, in the lightness of 
her being, swords can become 

plowshares.” 
  

Are you interested in  

investing in and invoking 

the abundant spiritual 

economics of your life? 

“Invite Diane into your 

midst and you’ll stretch 

into life in ways you  

always thought you could! 

The Woman of  

a Thousand Prayers 

Pray Attention Ministries is  
dedicated to engaging the minds 
and hearts of individuals and 
groups worldwide with an  
uplifted attitude; affirming that 
God, in you, knows the way. 
 
Pray Attention Ministries 

Rev. Diane Scribner Clevenger 

540-797-9738 

Email:  revdianesc@aol.com 

Website:  

www.prayattentionministries.org 

Know time like  
The Presence 

a dazzling Prayershop 
 

April 10 
1-3 p.m. 

(generous Love Offerings appreciated) 

 
Thru movement, music and  

conversation we’ll loosen our set  

beliefs of what prayer is… 

 

We want you to perceive and feel 
prayer as a free, user friendly 

way of loving God with all your 
heart, mind, soul and strength.  

For surely to Pray Attention is to 
be where God is.  And where God 

is, all is well. 
 

 

mailto:revdianesc@aol.com
http://www.prayattentionministries.org
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The Lord’s Prayer Rephrased 
    A Report from the Core Vision Team 
 BY RICK CAUFMAN  

Some time ago 
I asked people 

at one of our Sunday 
services whether they 
believed in a third person 
God.  No one said they 
did.  So using a segment 
of the service to talk to, 
even beg from, a third 
person God seemed to 
make no sense to me.  
From that point, I used 
some of my spiritual fo-
cus on how that segment 
could be brought into 
harmony with my under-
standing of the Unity 
concepts of personal 
responsibility to become 
a conscious part of the 
Creative Source.  Here is 
my effort to give us a 
prayer which affirms our 
connection to a Univer-
sal Source while also 
reassuring us we can 
take responsibility for our 
own actions. 
 
Holy Creator, we praise 
your Names 
This revision asks us to 
recognize that people 
use different names for 
the same concept of an 
original Source of all 
things. 
 
Our wills in Heaven 
and Earth the same 
We work to bring our 
physical selves into  

harmony with the Mind of 
the Creator.  Therefore, 
we seek to bring our 
daily, earth selves into 
alignment with our  
heavenly, or spiritual 
selves.  The previous 
version stated that God’s 
will was the same on 
earth and in heaven.  
Well, yes, but what does 
that do other than state 
the obvious. 
 
Our needs are met 
Lord, through us this 
day 
Do people using the 
Unity practices wait for 
God to do for them, or do 
they act as God’s hands, 
feet, eyes, etc.  When 
we recognize our partici-
pation in accepting and 
then using the unlimited 
power of the Creator for 
every aspect of our daily 
lives, we leave the  
mindset of supplicants 
behind and embrace 
unlimited possibilities for 
our own actions. 
 
Let our forgiveness 
light our ways 
When we forgive, we 
release our thoughts and 
emotions from the  
bondage of attachment.  
Gautama, who became a 
Buddha, said attachment 
to thoughts and  

emotions was the foun-
dation of all problems on 
the path to enlighten-
ment.  Neither Jesus not 
Gautama denied emo-
tions, they just led them 
be led by their spirits and 
thoughts.  In this way, 
emotions are as pure as 
the connection to spirit 
can make them..  We do 
not need to ask for God’s 
forgiveness.  When we 
become aware of an  
action or concept which 
is not based on the  
alignment of harmony 
with the Universal  
Oneness, we understand 
the possibility for 
change.  Sometimes we 
awaken to our shortcom-
ings without awakening 
to the concept of a  
non-grudge holding  
Universe.  Forgiveness 
implies an awareness of 
the difference between 
what we do or how we 
see ourselves and a 
more optimal self.  We 
need to forgive our own 
actions that are not  
connected to a pure 
spirit, and then forgive, 
or become unattached, 
to the actions of others 
when we feel, see or 
believe those actions to 
be hurtful or limiting. 
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We move away from 
temptations hold 
I have yet to meet a  
perfectly perfected   
person in the flesh.  I 
know I have tempta-
tions, among them the 
desire to present my 
views so others could 
see ways other than 
their own to understand 
the Creation.  By saying 
we can move from 
things or situations that 
divert us from an  
optimal path we do  
several things:  First, we 
acknowledge a condi-
tion within ourselves 
that we now find limiting.  
Second, we are given 
an opportunity to  
practice the previous 
line and forgive  
ourselves for things we 
did which we did not 
previously recognize as 
diversionary.  Third, we 
give ourselves  
permission to change at 
a pace we can accept.  
For some, this is instan-
taneous; others use 
more deliberate,  
measured processes. 
 
We find our way, Lord, 
in great accord 
If we truly believe we 
are part of the universal 
source, we have never 
left God’s presence.  
Instead we continue 
seeking harmony or 
understanding with that 
which is there to under-
stand and be.  Each 

steps any of us takes to 
be a more active part of 
the Creator brings  
benefit to all Creation.  
And though at any point 
in time we believe we 
have reached a ―best 
possible‖, we must 
leave the door open to 
new revelations.  The 
great accord is a way to 
explain being in perfect 
harmony with the  
Creative Source. 
 
For all the wisdom, 
power and praise 
Changing the word 
Kingdom to wisdom 
shows several things.  
In the teachings of Israel 
and Judea is told the 
story of the replacing of 
the Council of Judges 
with a Kingdom,  
because the people of 
the 12 tribes wanted to 
be more like their 
neighbors.  Is that what, 
a Ruler who dispenses 
Justice and demands 
Loyalty on pain of death  
I think not.  Rather we 
acknowledge three  
aspects of the limitless 
scope of the Original 
Source. 
 
Begins in you and now 
displays 
Earlier in the service we 
affirm God as the only 
power in our lives.  Wis-
dom is the synthesis of 
comprehension among 
the spiritual, rational and 
emotional aspects of 

self, and is in harmony 
with the Creative,  
Original Source.  Power 
is the strength to act 
from Wisdom.  Praise is 
the integrity to act  
powerfully, with wisdom, 
and glorify the under-
standing.  We can close 
our prayer by acknowl-
edging that now we can 
act from this perspec-
tive.  It is not a remote, 
future possibility.   
 
Four times in this rewrite 
I have used a second or 
third person word for the 
Original Source:   
Creator, Lord and You.  
These words can refer 
to an outside entity, or 
they can refer to the 
aspects of our selves, 
such as our spirit or 
soul, that we reach  
towards when our  
everyday selves are 
found wanting.  I see the 
original self, as did 
Charles Fillmore, as a 
pure emanation of the 
Original Source.  I see 
this emanation as the 
champion, the mother, 
the guide of my earthly 
efforts.  When I connect 
with that pure, original 
emanation, I am  
reminded of what I can 
be.  This is what is, what 
can be, and what awaits 
us when we choose to 
be:  A pure connection 
to All That Is; visible as 
self and yet in harmony 
with Perfection. 
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The Blessing of Being Renewed in God 
    Chaplain’s Corner 
           By Priscilla Hardman 

 
The columns and other 
items for our Unity in 
Edinboro newsletter 
are usually written 
about four to eight 
weeks before they ap-
pear in the newsletter.  
 
For instance, I am writ-
ing this on January 28 
and it is freezing cold 
and snowing outside. 
  
You will be reading this 
column, however, in 
March and maybe 
even April. Thinking 
ahead to the nicer 
weather makes it eas-
ier to think of renewal.‖ 

I then realized we don't 
have to wait for a cer-
tain time or place to be  
renewed. We can  
renew at this second 
now, not some time in 
the future. 
 
God is our source and 
if we only take this 
second, this moment 
to know God is always 
present, then we can 
be renewed. I think 
being renewed is the 
same lesson that I  
personally have  
trouble with … staying 
in the ―now.‖ If right 
now you let God’s 
presence be with you, 

then you truly are  
renewed. 
 
My prayer for all of us 
is that in this moment, 
this now, we know the 
blessing of being re-
newed in God. Each 
time we greet some-
one with love, under-
standing, patience, 
and peace, we are re-
newing them … and 
ourselves. 
 
Give thanks for them 
and all that you have. 
Be happy! Be re-
newed! May God bless 
you now and always. 

I am now in the presence of pure being, and immersed in the Holy 

Spirit of Life, Love and Wisdom.  I acknowledge thy presence and 

thy power O blessed Spirit.  From thy Divine Wisdom now erase 

any mortal limitation and from thy Pure Substance of Love bring 

into manifestation my world according to thy Perfect Law. 

Charles Fillmore 

 

Use this prayer affirmation throughout your day, every day for the next 60 

days.  Experience transformation as you allow God’s Wisdom to erase any 

limitation and God’s Love to demonstrate the possibility of your Life! 
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The Be-attitudes Group Visits  
Edinboro University! 

(Pogue Student Center, Room 143) 
Drumming for Personal Wellness 

and Creative Expression 
Friday, March 25 
7:00—8:30 p.m. 

 
Join our Spiritual Community as we share an experience of drumming with the 
students of Edinboro University.  This event is being co-sponsored by the  
Edinboro University Multi-Cultural Programs Office and Brother’s and Sisters 
United.  Bring a drum if you have one!  Everyone is welcome 
 

An opportunity to practice our be-attitudes together! 

Our Purpose:  The purpose of Unity in Edinboro is to  

promote a peace filled community where spiritual seekers are 
becoming deeply committed to  
awakening our oneness in God. 

Our Vision:  Together we create the Sacred Space of  

Boundless Possibility.  We radiate and live the presence.   
We simply Be. 
 

Our Be-attitudes: 
Acceptance 

Love 

Learning 

Oneness 

Wisdom 

Inspiration 

Now Here 

Grateful 

 

 

How are you allowing your light to shine? 
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Mar 6-Tales of the Road 
Speaker: Rev. John Brown 
Worship Asst.: Joanne 
Munzert 
Chaplain:   Becca Lesik 
Daily Word:  Gordon  
Abernathy 
Special Music:  John, Dennis 
& Mason 
 
Mar 13-My Dedication 
Speaker: Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Worship Asst.: Connie Walker 
Chaplain: Joseph Briggs 
Daily Word: Caroll Boyer 
Special Music: Choir  
 
 

Mar 17-Unity Correspon-
dence Course Conference 
Call (See page 2) 
 
Mar 20-My Reservoir 
Speaker: Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Worship Asst.:  Joanne 
Munzert 
Chaplain: Julie Uhlman 
Daily Word:  Becca Lesik 
Special Music:  Gordon  
Abernathy 
Board Meeting-12:30 p.m. 
 
Mar 25-Beattitudes Group 
(see page 7 for more details) 
 
 

Mar 27-My Path 
Speaker: Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Worship Asst.: Joanne 
Munzert 
Chaplain: Becca Lesik 
Daily Word: TBA 
Special Music:  David Devine  
 
 
Receive Your Free Lenten 
Booklet, Let Go Let God on 
Sunday, March 13 as we begin 
our Lenten Series. 

In 2011 we shift our attitude...          by focusing on our be-attitudes! 

March 2011 
SUN MO TU WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2  Noon 

Conversation 

3 4  Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

5  

6 Rev. 

John 
Brown 

7 8 9 10 11Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

12 

13 Free 

Lenten 
Booklet 

14 15 16 Noon 

Conversation 

17 Corre-

spondence 
Course 

18Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

19 

20 Board 

Meeting 

21 22 23 Noon 

Conversation 

24 25Drum at 

Edinboro 
University 

26 

27 28 29 30 Noon 

Conversation 

31Corres

pondence 
Course 
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April 3-My Surrender 

Speaker: Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Worship Asst.: Joanne 
Munzert 
Chaplain: Cindy Walk 
Daily Word:  TBA 
Special Music:  TBA 
 
April 8-9:  Prayer Chaplain 
Retreat 
 
April 10– Let’s Just Pray 
Attention! 
Speaker: Rev. Diane Scribner 
Clevenger 
Worship Asst.: Connie Walker 
Chaplain: TBA 
Daily Word: TBA 

Special Music:  :  TBA 
Workshop-The Presence with 
Rev. Diane Scribner Clevenger 
(see page 3) 
 
April 16-Community,  
Conversation and Prayer & 
Meditation (see page 10) 
 
April 17-My Embrace 
Speaker: Rev. Joanne Rowden 
Worship Asst.:  
Joanne Munzert 
Chaplain: TBA 
Daily Word: TBA 
Special Music: TBA 
 
 

April 22-Awakening in  
Oneness Retreat (see page 11) 
 
April 24-Rise & Shine! 
Speaker: Rev. John Brown 
Worship Asst.:  
Joanne Munzert 
Chaplain: TBA 
Daily Word: TBA 
 
 

 

 
 
. 
 
 
 

In 2011 we shift our attitude...          by focusing on our be-attitudes! 

Board Training with Pat 

April 2011 
SUN MON TU WED THU FRI SAT 

     1Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

2 

3 4 5 6 Noon 

Conversation 

7 8Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

9 

10 Pray 

Attention! 

11 12 13 Noon 

Conversation 

14Corresp

ondence 
Course 

15Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

16Community 

Conversation 
& Prayer 

17 18 19 20 Noon 

Conversation 

21  22Awaken in 

Oneness   
Service 

23Community 

Conversation 
& Prayer 

24 Easter 

Sunday 

25 26 27 Noon 

Conversation 

28Corresp

ondence 
Course 

29Explore 

Awakening 
Mind 

30Community 

Conversation 
& Prayer 
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Conversation Cafe 
You’re invited to Pull Up A Chair... 

Meeting in Fellowship Hall at 12 p.m. 
No conversation on March 9 

each Wednesday  
 

Wake Up...It’s Wednesday at Unity 

Join Joanne each week as we discuss basic Unity Principles relating to our  
Sunday morning message.  Bring a brown bag lunch and come join us.   

Exploring the Awakening Mind 
With Jim Bickel 

Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
each Friday at 7 p.m. 

Community, Conversation and Prayer 
Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

BEGINNING April 16 
Breakfast is provided! 

 

Join Bill Empson each Saturday morning, beginning April 16, as we join in 
community, engage in uplifting conversation, and hold the sacred space of 
possibility for each of our lives through prayer!  For more information, contact 
Joanne at 814-450-6090. 

Every Friday! 

Saturday Morning Meditation 
11:00 a.m. beginning April 16 

Facilitated by Gordon Abernathy 
 

Join Gordon, following Community, Conversation and Prayer 
for group meditation.  Each week, Gordon will lead a group 
guided meditation.  This group will be meeting in the  
sanctuary. 
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Join The Rev. John Brown 
 

Sunday, March 6  
And Easter Sunday, April 24 

11:00 a.m. service 
 

AND... 
 

The annual Pastoral Care seminar will be held Saturday, May 14 in The 
Assembly Hall of Meadville Medical Canter, Grove Street facility, Grove 
and Pine in Meadville. It starts at 9:00 and runs to noon with luncheon 
provided. John Brown heads up the event which is partly retreat, partly 
music and mirth. The morning session will feature end of life issues and 
The Bible, 101. A look at Islam wil be the theme for the stay later crowd. 
The event is free to the public. Make your reservations by calling John 
Brown at 814 724 6431. 

The Annual Pastoral Care Seminar 
Assembly Hall of Meadville Medical Center 

Saturday, May 14 
9-12 

Good Friday 
Awakening in Oneness Experience 

April 22 
Beginning at 7 p.m. 

 
Join us for another Awakening in Oneness Experience as we center in 
meditation, music, inspiration, and scripture.  This is an opportunity for 
you to reflect on what is arising within you as you make the conscious 
choice to let your light shine. 
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We have started a new 
year, and this means a 
new life for us, too. 
 
It’s a beginning for all of 
us to start to over, to let 
go of all the hurt and 
pain of the past year. Let 
go of the sorrows of the 
past year and, instead, 
embrace the joys you 
experienced. 
 
Take a moment to make 
your life better by know-
ing that you can make it 
better, that you under-
stand who you are. As 

has been said many 
times by many people, 
―let go and let God.‖ 
 
In this past year, some 
of us lost people who we 
loved; God gave us the 
understanding to send 
that person to the peace 
they deserve, and to 
also give us peace in the 
loss we suffered. From 
that peace, we grow 
closer to God. 
 
You can learn from loss. 
Know that God gives 
you understanding in 

your loss, and the 
chance to grow closer to 
Him. 
 
For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness 
dwell in him… 
          ~ Colossians 1:19 
 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. 
Every Thursday 
814-450-6090 for more 
information. 
 
 

This spiritual community is 
solely supported by your 
tithes and love offerings.  
We appreciate your  
continued financial support 
which makes it possible for 
us to support your spiritual 
growth in discovering,  
experiencing, expressing 
and celebrating God’s good.   
 
Consider making a tax  
deductible donation  
today! 
 

Send your check to: 
Unity in Edinboro 
130 Meadville St. 

Edinboro, PA  16412 

Renew Yourself in a Year 
 MasterMind Column 
     By REV. JERRY BRITTON 

Holding the  
Sacred Space of Possibility for 

our Children! 
 

Join us as together we are holding the  
sacred space of possibility for our Youth 
Program, an abundance of children, and the 
transformative power of Unity to make a 
difference with the youth in our community!  
We are intending spiritual growth, joy,  
enthusiasm, love, transformation, peace, a 
sense of self for people of all ages…  
including our young people.  Thank you for 
helping us to hold the space for the greatest 
good  
    



 

13 

Board is discussing house, fund-raisers,  
  and a new club 
         View From the Board 
                  By CHERYL WENSLOW 

Greetings 
from the 

Board of Unity In   
Edinboro.  
  
We are currently  
discussing an important 
topic – the house the 
church owns at 128 
Meadville Street, which 
is next door to the 
church. Your board is 
discussing and making a 
decision whether to sell 
the house. 
 
Also, Joanne is checking 
into the cost of a  
surveyor to check on the 
possibility of dividing the 
property if we do sell, 
and what options we 
might have on a property 
variance. Rent on the 
house is currently  
bringing in some extra 
income, but the board is 
concerned with future 
expenses draining re-
sources from the church. 

By the time you read 
this, the board will have 
met with Pat Bessey for 
a training session to help 
us work very well  
together and be even 
more effective in facing 
the challenges and  
opportunities ahead.  
  
We are considering 
ways to raise money, 
such as selling pizzas 
from Little Caesars; we 
are also keeping an 
open mind for a ―big 
benefit‖ fundraiser. If 
anyone has any ideas, 
please share them with 
any board member. 
  
Shelly Ropp also  
presented an idea for an 
Audio-Visual Club  
ministry. The church 
would need to acquire 
some equipment to 
make this possible 
(projector, movie screen, 
television).  Please see 
Shelly if you are  

interested in helping her 
bring movies and videos 
to Unity. 
 
As you might know by 
now, we decided to end 
the account for the 
church phone, savings 
us $520 a year. We will 
conduct business 
through Joanne’s cell 
phone, which is 814-450
-6090. 
 
Thanks to all.  
 
UPDATE:  A special 
congregational meeting 
was held on Sunday, 
February 27.  The  
congregation made a 
unanimous decision not 
to sell the house at this 
time.  We hold the space 
of possibility that this 
asset is blessing our 
community.  Thanks to 
all who participated and 
shared their thoughts at 
the meeting.  

President:   
Joseph Briggs 
 814-838-9911 
 rooka8@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:   
Barry Hardman 
  814-734-5162 
 
   

Secretary:  Shelly Ropp 
  814-734-1170 
micheleropp@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer:   
Cheryl Wenslow 
  814-756-3942 
  cwenslow@alltel.net 
 
 

Director:  Open 
Director: Open 
 
Do you feel called to serve 
on the leadership team of 
our spiritual community?  
Let Joseph or Joanne 
know today! 

 

Renew Yourself in a Year 
 MasterMind Column 
     By REV. JERRY BRITTON 



 

14 

Our pastor, Rev. Joanne, 
usually selects a HeartFelt 
Thanks honoree from 
among members of the 
congregation. It is the 
church’s way of recogniz-
ing the service all of our 
members provide – ser-
vices that keep the activi-
ties (spiritual, business, 
and social) running 
smoothly in our church.  
      
We hold all of those hon-
ored in the past years in a 
special place. This month, 
we want to honor Rev. 
Joanne – for all she has 
done for our church and 
done for all of us. Joanne 
accepts challenges as 
opportunities to live Unity 
principles and re-affirm her 
belief in God’s vision for 
herself, our church, and for 
all of us. 
 
We are lucky to have her 
as our minister and 
teacher, and we want to 
honor her with a HeartFelt 
Thanks this month.  
 
How long have you been 
affiliated with Unity and 
also Unity In Edinboro, 
first as a student of 
Unity teachings, as a  
member of Unity In  
Edinboro, and as our 
church teacher/leader 
and, as of this summer, 
our minister?  
My family and I began 
attending Unity In  
Edinboro in 1997. I served 
three years on the board 
as treasurer and began 

attending Personal  
Development classes at 
Unity Village. With the 
encouragement of a  
majority of the congrega-
tion, I took on the role of 
Spiritual Leader in  
September 2001. 
 
What first brought you to 
Unity; why did you find 
you liked about its 
teachings? 
Gary and I were looking 
for a spiritual community 
for our family, which  
included two  daughters 
who were 7 and 10 years 
old at the time. I had been 
studying metaphysics for a 
number of years, as well 
as writing articles on  
occasion for a metaphysi-
cal newspaper. I had seen 
advertisements in that 
newspaper for Unity, and 
trusted it would be a good 
fit. As it turned out, it was 
a good fit! I like the  
practical aspect of Unity. I 
like how you can apply the  
teachings and see things 
transforming in your life. I 
like the metaphysical  
approach Unity teaches of 
the bible. In Unity, I have 
discovered a fresh per-
spective that honors the 
Christ Spirit – a  
perspective that does not 
elevate Jesus, his life, and 
his teachings, but  
encourages us all to BE 
the Christ expressing. 
 
What first brought you to 
Unity In Edinboro; what 
did you find you liked 

about our church? 
At the time we decided to 
attend a Unity church, we 
could have driven 45 miles 
in almost any direction and 
discovered a Unity church. 
We chose Edinboro first 
and Gary discovered drag 
racers there. That sealed 
the deal for him! I loved 
the warm acceptance we 
experienced. I loved that 
when I asked if there was 
a Sunday school for the 
girls, Virginia Howells  
positively responded, ―No, 
but there could be!‖ I loved 
the friends we made there. 
I loved the creativity and 
openness. As so many 
have said, ―It felt like 
home.‖ 
 
What convinced you to 
seek further training to 
become an ordained 
Unity minister?  
I love all things spiritual. I 
have shared before that 
Gary considers me a ―God 
nerd.‖ It seemed natural to 
me to attend classes at 
Unity Village. At the time, I 
had also spoken on occa-
sion at Unity In Edinboro 
when the Rev. John Brown 
was unavailable. When he 
stepped down as Spiritual 
Leader, I was one of about 
six individuals who rotated 
and shared the Sunday  
message. Individuals 
within the congregation 
began to encourage me to 
consider becoming the 
Spiritual Leader. During 
my first visit to Unity  
Village, my prayer was: 

Heartfelt Thanks To  Rev. Joanne 
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―God show me if this is 
mine to do.‖ I got clarity 
during this visit that  
being the Spiritual Leader 
of Unity In Edinboro was 
mine to do. When I first 
got home, I ignored that  
clarity. After a week of 
―depression,‖ Gary asked 
what was wrong. I shared 
with him the clarity I had 
received at Unity Village; 
he encouraged me to  
follow through. When I 
finally made the decision 
in my mind, the depres-
sion lifted. From the  
beginning, my intention 
was to follow through the 
whole process by becom-
ing an ordained Unity  
Minister through the Field 
Licensing Program. I have 
grown and stretched in 
ways I could never have 
imagined when I began 
this process. What a joy to 
fulfill that intention this 
past summer with my 
friends and family at Unity 
In Edinboro. 
 
What are your goals for 
the next 12 months? 
At Unity In Edinboro, I 
have been working with 
the Core Vision Council to 
get clarity of how to create 
the Sacred Space of Pos-
sibility within our commu-
nity. I have been asking 
how we can create a  
Spiritual Community that 
is more than a ―Sunday 
Service Church.‖ We have 
been in the question of 
how we can support and  
encourage one another to 
take these practical  
spiritual principles and put 
them into action within the 
community as well as 

within our own individual 
lives. Unity teachings are 
powerful and transforma-
tive as they are put into 
practice. As we learn to do 
so in spiritual community, 
it becomes easier to do so 
with others in our lives. I 
am also clear that this is 
not my community, but our 
community. We are creat-
ing it together. Therefore, 
we continue to look for 
ways to allow the many 
diverse voices of commu-
nity an opportunity to  
express. 
 
If you had to use one 
word to describe our 
church (and its member-
ship), what would that 
word be – and why? 
Individuality. Our church 
recognizes and honors the 
unique individuality of 
each one. That means 
that we don’t always 
agree with one another. 
That means that some-
times our buttons are 
pushed and we are 
stretched because each 
one is allowed to express 
in their own unique and 
individual way. And yet 
what a relief to know that 
each one is allowed to be 
themselves. It has also 
been a tremendous  
growing opportunity for 
me to discover how to 
allow each one to show up 
uniquely, individually, 
knowing that this is at the 
very heart of the Unity 
teachings. 
 
Tell us about yourself 
outside of church: your 
family, hobbies and in-
terests. And please tell 

us: your favorite flower, 
ice cream flavor, TV 
show, and what’s  
playing on your iPod 
right now. 
I’m laughing at the thought 
of myself outside of 
church. Church is such a 
huge part of my life. 
 However, I am also an 
accountant for a large 
financial advisory firm in 
Michigan. I have a huge 
flower garden that I  
created before I took on 
all of this, and I some-
times wonder at my sanity 
to keep it going. My favor-
ite flower continues to be 
a deep purple lilac; I love 
when the air is thick with 
lilac smell in the spring. 
Anything chocolate,  
including ice cream, is my 
favorite flavor. I like to 
watch HGTV and movies, 
but I rarely have a show 
that I watch from week to 
week. And on my iPod are 
a few good uplifting songs 
from Agape and Daniel 
Nahmod, transformative 
sound bites from the Rev. 
Johnnie Coleman on for-
giveness, and a whole 
bunch of hour-long con-
versations with the Spiri-
tual Leaders of our world, 
including Andrew Harvey, 
Bishop Spong, Matthew 
Fox, and the Rev. James 
Trapp. What can I say, but 
this is truly a reflection of 
a ―God Nerd’s iPod.‖ 
 
If you know a person you 
would like to see honored 
as a HeartFelt Thanks 
recipient, please call Rev. 
Joanne at 814-450-6090.  
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